M. D. ROBERTS ORCHESTRA
INSTRUMENT INFORMATION
Dear Parent or Guardian,


Congratulations on your decision to get a stringed instrument for your child!  Please use this information when purchasing or renting an instrument.  There are many “violin shaped objects” on the market today.  Please read the information on this page to make the best purchase you can.  Keep in mind the better the quality of instrument the easier it will be to play.  
Purchasing an instrument from a catalog or department store such as; JcPenny, Sam’s Club, Walmart, Target, etc. or using Ebay, Amazon, or other websites is discouraged.  The brands Palatino, Mendini, Cecilio, Kinglos, instruments in a variety of colors, and instruments with no label inside are poor quality, avoid these.  These instruments are like toys, not real instruments.  Students will have a difficult time playing these instruments.  
When choosing a quality instrument for your child, look for ebony fittings, inlaid purfling, and four working fine tuners.  Going to a music store specializing in instruments is the best option.  Some brands that have worked well with past students are: Glaesel Knilling, Mandarin Strings, Ron Sachs, Strobel, and William Harris Lee.  Also, I highly recommend a wooden horsehair bow or a carbon fiber bow.  Fiberglass bows are more durable, but can be difficult to use once we begin learning more advanced techniques in the 2nd and 3rd year of orchestra.  Be sure to ask about insurance and maintenance policies.  I talk a lot about proper instrument care, but unfortunately accidents do happen at this age.  Also, ask about the ability to trade-in the instrument for a larger size and/or better quality when the student is ready.  Be aware most music stores will do a credit check on the person to which the rental is made.  Cases look alike, please tag cases with the student’s name, address and phone number.  

In addition to the instrument and bow, students need the following items:  
· SHOULDER REST (violin/viola)   OR     END-PIN HOLDER (cello/bass)
· ROSIN 
· SOFT DUSTING CLOTH

· INSTRUMENT POLISH (Must be made for violin, viola, cello, or bass)
· EXTRA SET OF STRINGS
· FOLDING MUSIC STAND (Recommended for home practice) 

Please contact me with any questions. 
Thank you,

Ms. Long
Orchestra Director

